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lan! D. Allen

lan! D. Allen: {{:/phpwikidata/themes/MacOSX/images/http.png} }http:%%//%%www.idallen.com/

lan! D. Allen idallen@idallen.ca currently has a day job as professor of Computer Studies at the Algonquin
College Woodroffe Campus. At night, in between marking Bourne shell scripts, he writes Perl and shell
scripts to automate things on his Linux desktop and does volunteer sysadmin and web work for his
hobbies, e.g. {{:/phpwikidata/themes/MacOSX/images/http.png} } http:%%//%%www.fools.ca/,
{{:/phpwikidata/themes/MacOSX/images/http.png} } http:%%//%%www.contactimprov.ca/,
{{:/phpwikidata/themes/MacOSX/images/http.png} } http:%%//%%www.authenticmovement.ca/. He has
an Honours BA in Psychology and a MMath in Computer Science from the University of Waterloo, where
he spent most of his time doing amateur theatre and rewriting Troff and the C Shell instead of working on
his Masters thesis. His first computer course was WATFIV (FORTRAN) on punch cards in 1974. His first
email account was “idallen” on a Waterloo Honeywell 6050 GECOS system in 1976. He has been
programming on Unix since 1976 (V7 on a PDP-11) and the Internet since about 1981. His first “home”
computer was a VAXstation 3100 running Ultrix. He acquired his first Intel computer (P166 Windows 95)
in 1996 and his first Linux distribution (SUSE 5.2) at an OCLUG meeting a few years later. He is married to
midwife Jan Teevan and plays step-father to her three young adults (who are now all out of the home).
He has two favourite sayings: (1) Less code is better code; and (2) If this were easy, everyone would be
doing it.
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