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Automating specialized document 
production: Frohn-Ads

John C. Nash
Telfer School of Management

nashjc@uottawa.ca

Capsule description: Images and comments are 
automatically organized, formatted and “printed”, 
avoiding awkward and unpleasant pseudo-help of 
word-processing software.

mailto:nashjc@uottawa.ca
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GGJMFrohn19000602.jpg

Translation:The solar eclipse  was very clearly visible here; Mr. 
FROHN,  a photographer here, has, with great success, made a photo of 
this, for us a seldom occurring natural phenomenon. It was available for 
viewing shortly after. 
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Word Processing

● Seems OK, until .... you try to insert a newly 
discovered image that should be placed 
between existing items

● (Expletives deleted)
● Issue seems to be image placement handling in 

LibreOffice (or any other WP system?)
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Other WP woes

● Does not handle dual column layout well
● Image Anchoring NOT well-behaved
● Text flow around images (more expletives 

deleted)
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Can we automate?

● Latex: let software do the layout
● Keep translation WITH the image – use jpg 

format and embed in the comment
● Need to extract and format appropriately
● Need to order the files appropriately
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File naming

● IIINNNNNYYYYMMDD
– I = initial

– N = name

– YYYY = year (of publication)

– MM = month

– DD = day

● New name --> new “chapter”
● Order by date within chapter
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Output layout design

● Title page(s)
– Title, editors, helpers

– About the project

● Chapter (by person)
– dual column items

● image
● translation
● @TITLE@.TXT – recent!
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Automation needs

● Latex document preamble 
– fixed -- file=FrohnTexPreamble.txt

– sets up layout

● Script – frad.pl  (I know Perl ...)
– collects and sorts files

– by name creates chapters, then dual column,

– extract translation, insert graphic tag and text

– close document at end
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Front page
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Boilerplate
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Getting fancy – DC icon

● Add “frad” icon and script to Double 
Commander

● Processes any and all jpg files in RH panel of 
DC file manager screen

● Creates out.tex, click on it for TexMaker
● Could use pdflatex to fully automate, but 

sometimes useful to tweak the Latex source
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Future?

● BookMaking case example
– https://gitlab.com/nashjc/BookMaking

● Other similar projects
– family photos

– organizing document collections into “anthologies”
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Thanks!

● Can show a complete created document
– on USB

● Why Jan Verminder?
– ask!
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